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REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act 
of 1961, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 87–256, Sept. 
21, 1961, 75 Stat. 527, as amended, which is classified 
principally to this chapter. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 2451 of this title and Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), probably means 
title III of Pub. L. 106–309, Oct. 17, 2000, 114 Stat. 1094, 
known as the International Academic Opportunity Act 
of 2000, which enacted this section and provisions set 
out as notes under this section. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, referred to in sub-
secs. (b)(3) and (c)(2)(B), is Pub. L. 89–329, Nov. 8, 1965, 
79 Stat. 1219, as amended. Title IV of the Act is classi-
fied generally to subchapter IV (§ 1070 et seq.) of chap-
ter 28 of Title 20, Education, and part C (§ 2751 et seq.) 
of subchapter I of chapter 34 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1001 of Title 20 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the International Aca-
demic Opportunity Act of 2000, and also as part of the 
Microenterprise for Self-Reliance and International 
Anti-Corruption Act of 2000, and not as part of the Mu-
tual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 
which comprises this chapter. 

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITY 

Pub. L. 106–309, title III, Oct. 17, 2000, 114 Stat. 1094, 
provided that: 

‘‘SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 

‘‘This title [enacting this section and this note] may 
be cited as the ‘International Academic Opportunity 
Act of 2000’. 

‘‘SEC. 302. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. 

‘‘It is the purpose of this title to establish an under-
graduate grant program for students of limited finan-
cial means from the United States to enable such stu-
dents to study abroad. Such foreign study is intended 
to broaden the outlook and better prepare such stu-
dents of demonstrated financial need to assume signifi-
cant roles in the increasingly global economy. 

‘‘SEC. 303. ESTABLISHMENT OF GRANT PROGRAM 
FOR FOREIGN STUDY BY AMERICAN COLLEGE 
STUDENTS OF LIMITED FINANCIAL MEANS. 

‘‘[Enacted this section.] 

‘‘SEC. 304. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

‘‘The Secretary of State shall report annually to the 
Congress concerning the grant program established 
under this title. Each such report shall include the fol-
lowing information for the preceding year: 

‘‘(1) The number of participants. 
‘‘(2) The institutions of higher education in the 

United States that participants attended. 
‘‘(3) The institutions of higher education outside 

the United States participants attended during their 
study abroad. 

‘‘(4) The areas of study of participants. 

‘‘SEC. 305. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated $1,500,000 
for each fiscal year to carry out this title. 

‘‘SEC. 306. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

‘‘This title shall take effect October 1, 2000.’’ 

§ 2463. Allocation of funds transferred to the Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

Of each amount transferred to the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs out of appro-
priations other than appropriations under the 
heading ‘‘Educational and Cultural Exchange 

Programs’’ for support of an educational or cul-
tural exchange program, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, not more than 7.5 percent 
shall be made available to cover administrative 
expenses incurred in connection with support of 
the program. Amounts made available to cover 
administrative expenses shall be credited to the 
appropriations under the heading ‘‘Educational 
and Cultural Exchange Programs’’ and shall re-
main available until expended. 

(Pub. L. 87–256, § 114, as added Pub. L. 107–77, 
title IV, § 406, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 790.) 

CHAPTER 34—THE PEACE CORPS 

Sec. 

2501. Congressional declaration of purpose. 
2501–1. Independent agency status of Peace Corps. 
2501a. Voluntary service programs. 

(a) Congressional declaration of policy of 
encouragement. 

(b) Limitations on executive activities 
and use of funds. 

(c) Compromise of national character. 
2502. Presidential authorization; appropriations 

and financial readjustments. 
(a) Terms and conditions of authoriza-

tion. 
(b) Authorization of appropriations. 
(c) Appropriations for increases in sal-

ary, pay, etc. 
(d) Integration of women into national 

economics. 
(e), (f) Repealed. 
(g) Redesignated (d). 
(h) Integration of disabled people. 

2503. Director and Deputy Director; delegation of 
functions. 

(a) Appointment. 
(b) Exercise of functions by Director. 
(c) Powers and functions of Secretary of 

State; coordination of activities; re-
sponsibility for supervision and di-
rection of programs. 

(d) Prohibition on performance of serv-
ices more usefully performed by 
other agencies. 

2504. Peace Corps volunteers. 
(a) Persons eligible; terms and conditions 

of service; Federal employee status; 
racial, sex, religious, or color dis-
crimination. 

(b) Living allowances, travel, leave and 
related items; transfers of supplies 
and equipment. 

(c) Readjustment allowances. 
(d) Repealed. 
(e) Health care. 
(f) Retirement and other credits based 

upon length of service. 
(g) Assignment to other entities. 
(h) Tort claims; absentee voting; general 

average contributions for transpor-
tation of baggage; check cashing 
and currency exchange; claims for 
overpayment of pay; passport fees. 

(i) Termination of service. 
(j) Oath of office. 

(k) Counseling programs for returned vol-
unteers. 

(l) Legal expenses of defendant in judi-
cial or administrative proceedings. 

(m) Allowances and expenses of minor 
children. 

(n) Moving expenses. 
2505. Peace Corps volunteer leaders; number; appli-

cability of chapter; benefits. 
2506. Peace Corps employees. 
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Sec. 

(a) Foreign employment; compensation, 
allowances, and benefits; utilization 
of Presidential authority respecting 
Foreign Service; additional com-
pensation and differentials; addi-
tional governmental employment 
by person receiving Foreign Service 
Reserve or staff appointment or as-
signment; limitation on length of 
employment. 

(b) Repealed. 
(c) Peace Corps representatives; terms 

and conditions of service; removal. 
2507. Training program. 

(a) Applicants for enrollment and en-
rolled volunteers. 

(b) Citizen trainees for voluntary pro-
grams; foreign nationals as train-
ees; advances of funds or reimburse-
ment basis; use of credits. 

2508. Foreign participants; admission into the 
United States as nonimmigrants; removal. 

2509. Presidential powers and authorities. 
(a) Contract authority; assignment of 

volunteers; acceptance of voluntary 
services and gifts and transfers of 
property; personal service con-
tracts. 

(b) Claim settlements. 
(c) Five-year contract authority. 
(d) Waiver of certain Federal laws. 
(e) Allocation of funds. 
(f) Utilization of other Government 

agency services and facilities. 
(g) Reimbursement for commodities, 

services, and facilities. 
(h) Hospitalization and medical treat-

ment for Foreign Service local em-
ployees. 

(i) Procurement of legal services. 
(j) Malpractice protection. 

2510. Omitted. 
2511. Peace Corps National Advisory Council. 

(a) Establishment. 
(b) Functions. 
(c) Membership. 
(d) Compensation. 
(e) Quorum. 
(f) Financial interests of members. 
(g) Chair and Vice Chair. 
(h) Meetings, bylaws, and regulations. 
(i) Reports to the President and the Di-

rector. 
(j) Administrative assistance. 

2512. Experts and consultants. 
(a) Employment; compensation, travel 

expenses and per diem; renewal of 
contracts. 

(b) Exemption from restrictions upon re-
ceipt of retirement benefits. 

2513. Assignment of personnel to foreign govern-
ments or international organizations. 

(a) Authority; oath of allegiance. 
(b) Benefits of detailed personnel. 
(c) Reimbursement provisions. 

2514. Use of funds. 
(a) Administrative and other expenses. 
(b) Travel expenses abroad; transpor-

tation of personal effects, household 
goods and automobiles; storage. 

(c) Costs of training personnel employed 
or assigned overseas. 

(d) Payment of expenses. 
2515. Foreign Currency Fluctuations Account. 

(a) Establishment. 
(b) Use of funds in account. 
(c) Exchange rates applicable to obliga-

tions. 
(d) Transfers back to account. 

Sec. 

(e) Limitation on transfers back. 
(f) Transfers to account from regular ap-

propriations. 
(g) Authorization of appropriations. 
(h) Reports. 

2516. Use of foreign currencies. 
2517. Activities promoting Americans’ understand-

ing of other peoples. 
2518. Seal and name. 

(a) Judicial notice. 
(b) Exclusiveness of use; penalties for 

violations; injunctions. 
2519. Security investigations. 
2520. Military training and service exemption. 
2521. Foreign language proficiency. 
2521a. Nonpartisan appointments. 
2522. Definitions. 
2523. Separability. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 2275, 2371, 2398, 
4071c, 5424 of this title; title 5 sections 8332, 8334, 8411, 
8422; title 20 sections 1087ee, 1092; title 26 sections 912, 
3121, 3122, 6051; title 42 sections 292d, 292r, 297b, 405, 409, 
410, 12639. 

§ 2501. Congressional declaration of purpose 

(a) The Congress of the United States declares 
that it is the policy of the United States and the 
purpose of this chapter to promote world peace 
and friendship through a Peace Corps, which 
shall make available to interested countries and 
areas men and women of the United States 
qualified for service abroad and willing to serve, 
under conditions of hardship if necessary, to 
help the peoples of such countries and areas in 
meeting their needs for trained manpower, par-
ticularly in meeting the basic needs of those liv-
ing in the poorest areas of such countries, and to 
help promote a better understanding of the 
American people on the part of the peoples 
served and a better understanding of other peo-
ples on the part of the American people. 

(b) The Congress declares that it is the policy 
of the United States and a purpose of the Peace 
Corps to maintain, to the maximum extent ap-
propriate and consistent with programmatic and 
fiscal considerations, a volunteer corps of at 
least 10,000 individuals. 

(Pub. L. 87–293, title I, § 2, Sept. 22, 1961, 75 Stat. 
612; Pub. L. 95–331, § 2, Aug. 2, 1978, 92 Stat. 414; 
Pub. L. 99–83, title XI, § 1102(a), Aug. 8, 1985, 99 
Stat. 272.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 87–293, Sept. 22, 
1961, 75 Stat. 612, as amended, known as the Peace 
Corps Act. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–83 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1978—Pub. L. 95–331 inserted ‘‘particularly in meeting 
the basic needs of those living in the poorest areas of 
such countries’’ after ‘‘manpower’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–83 effective Oct. 1, 1985, see 
section 1301 of Pub. L. 99–83, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2151–1 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 28, formerly section 27, of Pub. L. 87–293, as 
renumbered by Pub. L. 99–83, title XI, § 1105(a)(1), Aug. 


